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Q&A for the Kobe University SPRING + BOOST Application

(Updated 2025/12/17)

No. Category Question Answer
Where and when can | download the application Available for download from the Kobe University Career Center website. (Scheduled to be uploaded
1 Application forms for SPRING and BOOST? by mid-February 2026)
http://www.career.kobe-u.ac.jp/doctor_info/
Is the email address "studentlID@gsuite.kobe- You must provide two email addresses: your university email address and your personal email
) Application u.ac.jp" acceptable for the application? address. For the university email, please enter your email address in the format: Student
ID@stu.kobe-u.ac.jp.(If you are a Kobe University Student) Also, please ensure you can receive
emails at the address you provide.
After submitting the SPRING application, how long  [Depending on your internet connection, you should receive an email shortly after submitting your
3 Application does it take for the confirmation email with the application. However, if you enter your email address incorrectly, you may not receive it.
application number to be sent?
4 Application Where should | submit my application form? The application form link will be included in the application guidelines. Please apply from there.
Application Can | apply for both SPRING and BOOST? Yes, you can apply for both.
If | wish to apply for the SPRING tuition exemption, [No other documents besides the SPRING application form are required.
6 Application are there any additional application documents
required?
; Application How is the SPRING tuition waiver review conducted? [The review assesses applicants based on submitted materials and the review criteria.
g Application May | apply for a tuition waiver from both Kobe Yes, you can apply for both; however, only one will be approved.
University and SPRING?
Regarding research achievements, if there are no The decision rests with the reviewers. Ultimately, you must make your own judgment. For
publications or conference presentations, is it reference, since the “period” is not specified for achievements, please determine for yourself
9 Application acceptable to list experiences from the master's whether you can effectively highlight them.
program that are not documented in the application
form?
May | remove the explanation for the research This is ultimately up to the reviewers' judgment. Please make your own final decision. For your
10 Application achievements? | would like to increase the amount | |reference, when considering future applications for grants like Grants-in-Aid for Scientific

write myself.

Research or JSPS, you will likely need to write within the given word count. It is also important to

make it easier for reviewers to evaluate your work.




No. Category Question Answer
The [Future Plan] section of the Application Form, [This is ultimately up to the reviewers' judgment. Please make your own final decision. For
1 Application | feel that (1) Future plan and (2) Planned career reference, one approach is to write (1) about how this research will develop going forward, and (2)
paths after completion of the program overlap. How |about your career path.
should | write this?
Is there any advantage to applying during the early [Whether the tuition waiver will be offered next year has not been decided. Furthermore, even if you
12 Application application period at this point? Considering the are not selected in this year's early application, you can reapply the following year. There is the
tuition waiver, | felt it would make more sense to advantage of being able to apply twice.
apply to the current SPRING next year.
Does extending the master's program graduation by [Support within the standard period of study (Normally 3 years; 4 years for the Graduate School of
13 Application six months constitute exceeding the standard period |Medicine) refers to the doctoral program. Therefore, extending the master's program is acceptable
of study? (it does not affect SPRING applications).
1 Application Where can | view the briefing archives? Please apply to view the archives after the briefing has been held. We will provide instructions to
applicants at a later date.
| have received an offer for the 2026 academic year |[For those who have received offers, there are no required documents to submit.
for early recruitment. Do | need to submit any
15 Application
documents?
Am | eligible to apply for SPRING/BOOST? Please check the application guidelines yourself.
16 Application
If | plan to enroll in the doctoral program in October |[You should apply for the 2026 academic year.
17 Application 2026, should | apply for the 2026 academic year or
the 202772
| am receiving support from another program. Is it In principle, if you are receiving support such as scholarships covering living expenses, you are
18 Application possible to apply for SPRING? ineligible to apply. For details, please contact the Kobe University Main Office for Doctoral Student
Support individually.
Are those who did not complete their master's Even if you did not complete your master's program at Kobe University, you are eligible to apply if
program at Kobe University, i.e., external applicants, |you are entering Kobe University's doctoral program.
19 Application

ineligible?




No. Category Question Answer
Currently, | am selected for DC1. If | am selected for |Concurrent funding is not possible. You will need to choose one.
20 Application SPRING or BOOST, will | receive support funds at
the same time as from JSPS?
If | am selected for BOOST, will | no longer be able to[You will no longer be eligible to apply for the Priority Research Grant. You may still apply for the
1 Support Details [apply for the Priority Research Grant or the Grant for [Grant for Publication of Research Results, the Premium Programs (study abroad support), and the
Publication of Research Results? Career Development Subsidy Program.
When will the orientation be held, and when will the [The orientation is scheduled for April. At that time, we will inform you of the disbursement date for
research support funds begin to be disbursed after |the research support fund (equivalent to living expenses).
2 Support Details
SPRING selection is finalized?
If | am selected for both SPRING (or BOOST) and You can only receive support from one. Students may choose which one to receive support from.
3 Support Details [JSPS, can | receive support funds from both of them
simultaneously?
Are the Graduate School of Engineering's Premium  [No, they are different.
4 Support Details [Program and SPRING's Premium Program the same?
5 Support Details What are the obligations for SPRING and BOOST? Details will be outlined in the application guidelines. Further information will be provided at the
orientation session for selected participants in April.
For the academic year 2027, the research incentive [Students already selected for SPRING (including those with early selection) will also receive the
grant amount will increase from 2.2 million yen to 2.3 [increased amount. However, former fellowship students are subject to different arrangements and
million yen. How will this affect students who were |will be notified separately.
6 Support Details
early selected or are currently selected for SPRING?
Are students selected through the early admission  [No.
7 Support Details [process for the 2026 academic year eligible for
tuition waiver?
Are students selected through the early admission  [No.
8 Support Details [process for the 2027 academic year eligible for
tuition waiver?
) . Will my research be considered for BOOST if it only [While we cannot confirm selection outcomes, we recommend reviewing the application guidelines

has a minor connection to Al?

and application form. If your research meets the criteria, we encourage you to apply.




No. Category Question Answer
) BOOST | am a researcher in the field of social sciences. Am | [Please review the application guidelines and application form. If you meet the eligibility criteria,
eligible to apply for BOOST? please proceed with your application.
The application requirements state, “Those who Both are included.
3 BOOST have the ability to promote and lead research in the
field of Al”. Does this research refer to research on
Al itself, or research that utilizes Al?
| am currently considering applying for both SPRING |Repayment of the research incentive grant is not required. If you withdraw from SPRING, the
and DC2. If | receive support through SPRING research grant provided must be fully utilized. While repayment is not required, the research grant
selection and subsequently withdraw from SPRING |cannot be carried over to the following academic year.
1 Others due to reasons such as being selected for DC2,
would | be required to repay the research grant?
Are MEXT (Japanese Government) scholarship Under the FY2026 (R8) SPRING new scheme, MEXT scholarship students are eligible to apply. If
) Others students eligible to apply for SPRING? Are they selected, receiving both scholarships concurrently is permitted.
eligible to apply for BOOST? For FY2026 (R8) BOOST, MEXT scholarship students are eligible to apply; however, concurrent
receipt is not allowed, so applicants must choose one or the other if selected.
Students enrolled in the long-term study program are still eligible to apply.
However, if selected, please note the following:
- In principle, the support period is limited to the standard duration of study: three years (or four
3 Others years for four-year programs).

If I apply for the long-term study program, will | lose

eligibility to apply?

- If the period of enrollment exceeds the standard duration of study due to the use of the long-
term study program or similar arrangements, the student will no longer be eligible for support, even

if the cumulative support period itself has not exceeded the standard duration.




